SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS 
FOR SUNDAY 10 MAY 2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans as well as in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respec- 
tively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The 
bulletin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins 
may be downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


THE EARLY MORNING 80 M SPRINT ON 13 MAY 
RESULTS OF THE ELECTRONIC VOTING 


and 


THE WINNER OF THE MAY ‘MY PROJECT’ 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


The President and Council wishes all mothers a special Mother’s Day during 
lock down! 


THE EARLY MORNING 80 M SPRINT ON 13th MAY 


Most of the sprints” are usually during the afternoons and sometimes propaga- 
tion does not really play along with us. The idea here is an early morning phone 
sprint on 80 m to accommodate all the pensioners, who are normally fast asleep 
by 21:00 and who would be early risers in the morning. The POP Sprint will 
run from 03:00 UTC to 05:00 UTC (05:00 to 07:00 CAT) on Wednesday 13th 
May 2020 with activity on 3 603 to 3 650 and 3 700 to 3 800 kHz. The exchange 
is a signal report, your call sign and your age. For this Sprint, a Pensioner will 
be classed as any valid licensed amateur who is on Permanent Pension and at 
the age of 55 and above. Turn slowly to page 66 of the Blue Book for the rules. 


COUNCIL PORTFOLIOS 


Normally directly after the AGM, the Councillors will meet to elect the Pres- 
ident, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. It has not been possible this 
year, so at the Council meeting held on 21st April, it was decided that Nico 
van Rensburg, ZS6QL; Chris Turner, ZS6GM, Dennis Green, ZS4BS and Cliff 
Smyth, ZS6BOX would continue as President, Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer respectively until the 2021 AGM. 


ASSISTANT RAE MANAGER APPOINTED 


The SARL Council has approved the appointment of Gerhard Gericke, ZS6CRS 
as the Assistant RAE Manager with immediate effect. 


Please note that the Radio Amateur Exam will be written on Saturday 27th 
June 2020 and the registration for the exam closes on Sunday 31st May 2020. 
This is of course dependent on the lifting of lock down regulations. 


RESULTS OF THE ELECTRONIC VOTING 


The Electronic Voting for the four financial motions was completed at 23:59 
CAT on Wednesday 6th May 2020. Three hundred and ten (310) members out 
of 1 622 members cast their vote, a 19,1% turnout! 


Motion 1 - Approve un-audited interim accounts of income and expenditure and 
balance sheet as at 3lst December. Agree: 293; Disagree: 7; Abstain: 10 


Motion 2 - Approve proposed budget for the ensuing year 2020/21. Agree: 296; 
Disagree: 4; Abstain: 10 


Motion 3 - Approve proposed subscriptions for the following year 2020/21. 
Agree: 300; Disagree: 4; Abstain: 6 


Motion 4 - Approve election of auditor for the ensuing year 2020/21. Agree: 
304; Disagree: 2; Abstain: 4 


Following the approval of Motion 3, the membership invoices for 2020/21 will 
now be generated and sent to members by e-mail. There is a zero percent in- 
crease in the fees. The fees are R498 for Ordinary and Overseas members; R275 
for Senior members; R185 for Spouse and SWL members; R110 for students; 
R100 for SADC members and R200 for Clubs. 


TENTH YOTA POSTPONED TO 2021 


The 10th edition of the Youngsters on the Air (YOTA) Summer Camp, to be 
hosted by the Croatian Amateur Radio Association (HRS) between 8th and 
15th August has been cancelled and postponed to 2021. HRS remains the host 
for the 2021 YOTA Summer Camp. Also postponed until the summer of 2021 
is the first IARU Region 2 YOTA Summer Camp, which was expected to be 
held between 21st and 26th June. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


THE WINNER OF THE MAY ‘MY PROJECT’ 


There are four articles in the May 2020 Radio ZS under the “My Project” banner. 
The Council was asked to select the winner for May. The SARL Membership 
goes to “A Hobby Job” by Tom Ambrose, ZS1TA. Congratulations Tom! 


There is still one SARL Membership available for the June My Project. Get 
your project in to radiozs@sarl.org.za by Monday 25th May 2020. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The SARL welcomes the following new members who joined during March 2020. 
Michael Korck, ZS5KM; Marnus Meyer, ZS6MM and Gideon van der Merwe, 
ZS6GJV. 


ZS3 SPRINT ON 17th MAY 


The ZS3 Sprint is on the air next Sunday from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC with CW 
and phone activity on 40 metres. The exchange is a RS(T) and your provincial 
or country abbreviation. Submit your log by 25th May 2020 to zs3nc@qsl.net. 
Get the rules on page 58 of the Blue Book. 


THE PROVISIONAL RESULTS OF THE SARL 95 40 M CLUB 
SPRINT 


Sixty-one logs from eleven Clubs were received for the second leg of the 40 m 
Club Sprint, showing that 1 056 QSOs (17 CW and 1 039 phone) were made and 
494 grid squares worked. Participants are reminded to add their call signs to 
the name of the file submitted and always check the information - JF59 instead 
of JF95 or KC30 instead of KG30. The results are in HF Happenings 898 and 
in HF Happenings 899 next week. 


Club results 

1%t the West Rand ARC, 1 260 points from 27 logs 
24 the Boland ARC, 460 points from 10 logs 

3™ the Bo-Karoo ARC, 382 points from 5 logs 

4th the Magalies ARC, 346 points from 8 logs 

5* the Hibiscus ARC, 218 points from 3 logs 
Individual results 

1st Theunis Potgieter, ZS2EC — 162 points 

2nd Sid Tyler, ZS5AYC — 156 points 

3™¢ Woody Collett, ZS3WL — 152 points 
GERMANY EXTENDS ITS 50 MHZ ALLOCATION 


In bulletin 8/2020 published on 6th May 2020, the German Regulator (Bun- 
desnetzagentur) announced that the following changes (based on WRC-19) were 
implemented for radio amateurs in Germany, just in time for the upcoming spo- 
radic E season. The frequency range has been extended from 50 - 52 MHz, 
having previously been 50 - 51 MHz. The power limits are 750 W for CEPT 1 
and 25 W for Novices. Previously it was 25 W for CEPT 1 and no allocation 
for Novices. Contest operation is now allowed without restrictions. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain 
at low levels. There are currently no sunspots visible on the solar disk. If 
you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot 
number for the week will be around one. The 15 to 30 m bands may, es- 
pecially late afternoon, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website 
spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — Mother’s Day and the SARL VHF/UHF Digital contest 
13th May — the POP Sprint 
17th May — the ZS3 Sprint 


20th May — the 95'" birthday of the SARL and the SARL Wednesday 80 m 
Club Sprint 


30th and 31st May — the CQ WPX CW contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a quick overview of our main news item: 


Most of the ’sprints” are usually during the afternoons and sometimes propa- 
gation does not really play along with us. The POP Sprint will run from 03:00 
UTC to 05:00 UTC (05:00 to 07:00 CAT) on Wednesday 13th May 2020 with 
phone activity on 80 m. The exchange is a signal report, your call sign and your 
age. Find the rules on page 66 of the Blue Book. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 


News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 Central African Time. The program can be 
heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side- 
band. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on Monday evenings at 
19:30 Central African Time on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, 
comments and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


